
  

 

Ottawa Community Housing announces a planned $30.5 million 
investment to its housing portfolio in 2015 

(OTTAWA) June 15, 2015 – Today, Ottawa Community Housing Corporation (OCH) announced a 
planned $30.5 million capital investment to its housing portfolio. The announcement took place at 
Vachon Place, one of the OCH buildings that benefited from this year’s investment. Mayor Jim Watson, 
Chair of the Board Councillor Mathieu Fleury, and OCH’s Chief Executive Officer Stéphane Giguère were 
on hand to share the details of the planned projects that many Ottawa residents will gain from. 

OCH is the second largest housing provider in Ontario and the largest in Ottawa with over 14,850 rental 
units providing homes to approximately 32,000 residents. This year, OCH’s capital investment will 
include over 450 projects. The work being undertaken addresses the maintenance, repair and 
replacement of building components, with the aim of extending the life of some of OCH’s aging housing 
stock.  

A planned $30.5 million investment  

 The largest individual investment in OCH’s portfolio this year is at 380 Murray Street. This  
230-home, 11-storey apartment building was constructed in the early 1970s, will undergo a 
$2.3 million site renovation. This overhaul will improve both the functionality and efficiency of the 
property.  

 Structural, wall, and roof assembly restoration: An investment of close to $15 million will include 
repairs to balconies, parking lots, garages, sanitary pipe replacement, roof and wall assemblies, 
as well as complete recladding.  

 Elevator modernization: Approximately $3.1 million will be contributed to the elevator 
modernization program, benefiting a dozen apartment buildings. 

 Window and door replacement program: Estimated at $3 million, these upgrades will benefit 
several properties. OCH will be leveraging incentives from service partners like Enbridge and 
Hydro Ottawa to stretch the renovation budget and make energy-wise improvements more 
affordable. This will also increase the comfort and pride of place for OCH tenants. 

 Various site element upgrades: Funding of $7.5 million will provide asphalt paving, heating 
ventilation and air conditioning, plumbing repairs, fencing and regrading, and tree plantings 
throughout the portfolio. 

“By upgrading aging infrastructure and improving the overall social housing stock in Ottawa, OCH is 
making an important investment in its clients and improving our city’s neighbourhoods,” said Mayor 
Watson. “This investment will enable OCH to contribute employment opportunities through local 
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purchasing of a wide variety of products and services which will guarantee positive economic benefits to 
the city and its residents.” 

At the launch, Councillor Fleury stated, “As Chair of OCH’s Board, I am very proud of our board's 
leadership in approving these important strategic investments for our communities. It is of the utmost 
importance that we continue to provide our tenants with good living conditions through these renewal 
projects. These housing investments demonstrate that the needs are properly identified and that we are 
dedicated to our tenants and coordinated in our approach.” 

“With limited capital investment and the recognizable need to revitalise and maintain an aging portfolio 
OCH will continue to be strategic in its approach and seek novel solutions to providing safe and 
affordable housing to the residents” concluded Stéphane Giguère, CEO of Ottawa Community Housing.  
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About OCH 

Ottawa Community Housing Corporation is the largest social housing provider in Ottawa, and the second largest in 
Ontario. It provides almost 15,000 units to over 32,000, seniors, parents, children, singles and persons with special 

needs in communities across the city.   

 
For additional information please contact:  

Melany Chretien 
Manager, Corporate Communications  

Tel: 613-731-7223 ext. 2243 

Cell: 613-296-2651 
media@och.ca  

www.och-lco.ca 

@och_lco 
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