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Strathcona Heights Community Celebrates a Slam Dunk 
 
OTTAWA, June 6, 2014 – On Saturday, June 7, 2014, a group of Ottawa lawyers will 
deliver a courtside slam dunk to an OCH community. Led by Michael A. Johnston and 
Dominic Lamb, the 200 Elgin Street defense lawyers collected ten thousand dollars in 
donations from their legal community to rebuild a basketball court in Strathcona Heights.  
Generously discounted fees by contractor William Barlow of Joblist Inc. have contributed 
to the complete transformation of the basketball court with new asphalt, repaired fencing 
and painted lines.  Through their caring and compassion, the 200 Elgin Street legal team 
is making a significant contribution to the enhancement of the recreational activities 
available to the more than one thousand residents of this community- about 40% of 
whom are children and youth.  
 
“Keeping children and youth engaged in sports activities can be hard to achieve if there 
are limited recreation opportunities,” said Councillor Marianne Wilkinson, OCH Board 
Chair. “That is why this basketball court is so important to OCH, as it will provide an     
on-site opportunity for recreation and social interaction for children and youth living in 
the Strathcona Heights community. Our thanks go out to this dedicated group of lawyers 
for their generous contribution.” 
 
The 200 Elgin Street legal team invited Youth Futures participants to coordinate the June 
7th celebration.  Rising to the challenge, the Youth Futures participants recruited 40 
volunteers to help further rejuvenate the basketball area by repainting the communal 
benches, planting flowers and greenery and conducting a spring clean-up of the area. 
Further activities of the day include: 

• The Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) is supporting the day’s event with a $1,000 grant 
to be used to plant a court side garden by RBC volunteers, the fourth of five such  
RBC “Days of Service Grants” initiatives in OCH communities. 

• Youth volunteers from the Strathcona Heights community are painting an artistic 
design in the centre court circle. 

• United Way representatives are presenting a Community Builder Award to Danny 
Gariepy for his role as Volunteer Project Coordinator with Youth Futures.   

 
Opening ceremonies will begin at 9:45 a.m. at the basketball court which is located close 
to 731 Chapel Crescent.  Vounteers and special guests, including OCH Board Chair 
Marianne Wilkinson and OCH CEO Stéphane Giguère will be on hand to greet the 
volunteers.  
 
Media are welcome to attend the opening ceremonies at 9:45 a.m. 
 
  



 
 
About OCH 
Ottawa Community Housing Corporation is the largest social housing provider in Ottawa, and the second largest in Ontario. It provides 
almost 15,000 units to over 32,000, seniors, parents, children, singles and persons with special needs in about 160 communities.   
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Susan Therien 
Manager, Corporate Communications 
Tel: 613-520-2277 
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